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Logline:

During the credit crunch a playful 'nobody' at a famous investment bank becomes a successful trader overnight. As he's gradually becoming estranged from himself, he still seems unable to lose...

Pitch line: 

Ivan is a true number cruncher and 'surfs the waves of the stock market' like a natural trader. He rakes in big profits for the bank. But all is not well. The new job gives Ivan sleepless nights. As Ivan rapidly becomes the most successful trader in town, he feels increasingly alienated from himself and the world around him. In spite of his unprecedented success Ivan has to get out. Before it's too late.

Short synopsis:
'Cock-a-doodle-doo, you sneaky post-it sucker'. Ivan's innocent game of secretly sticking yellow notes with stock tips all over the big investment bank is over. Senior trader Stef catches him red-handed and pulls him out of the stuffy research department into the buzz of the dealing room. To Ivan the market is a big game. He is a true number cruncher and 'surfs the waves of the stock market' like a natural trader. As he rakes in big profits for the bank, he moves into a fancy apartment towering above the financial city. Suddenly the playful talent has become visible to the beautiful Deniz, who works downstairs. But all is not well. The new job gives Ivan sleepless nights. Nothing else to do but get up and start walking. Past the city of glass, across the tunnel he walks, he roams the old city. As Ivan rapidly becomes the most successful trader in town, he feels increasingly alienated from himself and the world around him. Nobody but the Korean trader Paul seems to understand his desolation. But as Paul starts to lose money, the two young men lose touch. On his nocturnal rambles Ivan passes by frayed characters of the old city: a teenage prostitute, an African pastor, a psychotic bum. Dead tired and confused he frightens off Deniz, but still goes on winning in the dealing room and becomes a senior himself. In spite of his unprecedented success Ivan has to get out. Before it's too late.
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Biography 
Jaap van Heusden (1979) took different philosophy courses at Utrecht University and attended a four-week screenwriting course in Hollywood. After finishing an apprenticeship with director Willem van de Sande Bakhuyzen, he graduated from the director's department of the Dutch Film Academy in the summer of 2005 with "A complicated story, simply told". The film was shortlisted for the Student Academy Awards in L.A., selected for the Cannes Filmfestival 2006. And it won prices at festivals around the world.

In 2006 the short documentary Anderman (IJswater Films) was in competition at the Netherlands Filmfestival, was warmly received by the press and distributed in national theaters. The film was selected for Tribeca NY 2007 and AFI Silverdocs. 

In 2007 and 2008 Jaap wrote the telefilm feature scripts for ‘1001 flight’ (IJswater/Human) and ‘Taai’ (IJswater/Ncrv). Also in 2008 he directed the 40 minute psychological TV drama ‘Ooit’ (‘One Day’) for IJswater Films and NPS/VARA/VPRO. The film premiered at the Netherlands Filmfestival, was called ‘a jewel’ by NRC Handelsblad and was nominated for the Golden Calf for Best TV film.
Together with Patrick van Es, Jaap is currently developing ‘BARA’, a new high-end telefilms screenplay commissioned by COBO fund and public broadcaster Human. Also new projects are developed at IJswater Films, amongst a feature film and a short documentary.

‘Win-win’ is his first feature length film, produced by IJswater Films in coproduction with NPS (NTR) television within the telefilm-project, backed by the COBO Fund. 

WIN/WIN was selected for the International Film Festival Rotterdam, Warshaw Filmfestival, Vancouver Filmfestival, Sevilla European Filmfestival and the Netherlands Filmfestival. At The Brooklyn International Film Festival main actor Oscar Van Rompay won the Best Acting Performance Award 2010.

Filmography [selection]

2000 No title, the art of daily life [docu | 47’ | DV]
2001 Messages from Rob [docu | 10’ | 35mm/slide]
2002 Cottonwars [fiction | 20’ | DV/DigiBeta]
2003 Borry Bana [docu | 50’ DV/DigiBeta]
2004 Poet by the sea [fiction | 12’ | S16mm]
2005 A complicated story, simply told [fiction | 27’ | S16mm]
2006 Parparim [fiction | 12’ | DigiPro35]
2006 Le Griot de Daporé [fiction | 9’ | S16mm]
2006 Anderman [docu | 12’ | HD]
2007 1001 Flight [feature script | 90’]
2008 Taai [feature script | 90’]
2008 Ooit [fiction | 40’ | RED/HD]

